Houghwood Manufacturing Company. Houghwood House Red Barn Road Billinge Wigan WN5 7UA.     Tel 01744 894435 .                              e-mail houghwood@fsmail.net.  
Husband  and wife set up, making waterproof breathable  leggings and gaiters etc for the walkers and ramblers.  In 1986 after a combined 70 plus years in the “outdoor retail trade” made redundant without any redundancy payment and nearing pensionable age we needed to supplement our OA Pension. Neither of us with manufacturing experience but with a good idea of what the walking fraternity wanted we started making for friends and very soon friends of friends and so on.

Working from home we have very low overheads so our products are extremely good value for money even when compared to imports from China etc.. We have no wish to expand, being well passed “best before” date and we are trying to retire. To reduce stock we are still making to measure and off the peg  at very very  low prices. In fact give away prices, some items barely cover cost ! Example :-  A pair of average size leggings uses about ¾ of a yard of material, wholesale cost £14.  two zips  HD open end 29 inch  £3 each, two adjusters and braces clips £1.50, elastic 20p. A total of nearly £22 before  individually cutting  and  sewing which averages about 40 mins. Plus some overheads .We should have charity status ! We find  that our hourly rate is £1.90p an hour with leggings at £25 a pair !( see below)
Products,  Leggings, knee high gaiters, spats, ankle gaiters, stop-tous, (9inch gaiters) Overboots, ( muddy boot covers for pubs) waterproof overmitts, daysac waterproof covers, wire stirrups, jacket extensions and waterproof  stuff-sacs of various sizes. We also do “commissions”.

Materials  All the materials which we use for apparel are waterproof and breathable, mainly  “off shades”  in the past bought from the makers  but now mainly  from  auctions ( the government has  successfully over  the last ten years  managed to close all British manufacturers of  these materials).  They  are  materials such as Cyclone, Cascade, Cordura , Sympatex, Aquatex, Pertex Goretex.  Many others are used as well,  although  now that most of these are  made in China , Taiwan and Korea they are becoming increasingly difficult to purchase and only appear at “liquidation” auctions unless we are prepared to import a full container load of one particular material.  At the moment the only Goretex we have is MOD spec.  NATO camouflage.  The nylons used for  bags are non breathable. The material used for overboots  is a  dark green  or black 1000 denier Nylon. All of our waterproof breathable materials have an MVT Moisture Vapour Transference of at least 11,  means that 11 litres of  moisture vapour can pass through it in 24 hrs.

Since we started in1986 we have had literally thousands of unsolicited letters of praise from customers and some clubs list us in their newsletters. We are not infallible and over the  twenty  plus years have had  complaints, but we are pleased to say that all five of them have been amicably settled.

We are situated in Billinge between Wigan and St.Helens and welcome callers but we need to be contacted by telephone before you turn up.

Our prices have remained  the same  or changed  very little since 1998  our overheads  have nearly doubled. Our nearest competitors “bespoke “leggings are over £100 !! so we consider ours at £33( now £28) or even £25.!!! to be value for money , likewise our gaiters  and the rest of our gear is the same.  The quality seems to be long lasting as we are still replacing zips in leggings and gaiters, some of which are over 15 years old !! We are speeding up our retirement by making leggings in one piece, not an economical way but it reduces our stock faster !

We have finally made the decision and we are not purchasing any more materials. 

NB. We will not be replacing zips for you in fifteen years time !

