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Ramblers: Bromley Group

Registered Charity No. 1093577

Minutes of a meeting of the Committee

held on Tuesday 17 November 2009
at the Ripley Arts Centre at 7.30 pm
Present
Nicky Ashley, Roy Bareham, Annie Brough, Mike Bruce, Anne Clark, Jenny McCarthy(in the chair)  and Linda Muller.
Apologies
Lawrie Smith & Philip Wall
Minutes of the last meeting held on 15 September 2009
Agreed without amendment.  However, it was suggested by Jenny and agreed that the Registered Charity Number should always be included at the start of the document (NA).
Matters arising

· Reference to the training of walk leaders and the holding of a navigation course appears in the Winter programme booklet. LS/AB to organise the latter.

· Advance notification of the 21st anniversary walk/BBQ on 13 June is also included the programme.

· There are four Tuesday walks in the Winter programme; it is hoped that this number will increase gradually subject to finding walk leaders.

· The AGM had been very well organised and was well attended.  The  help and support from Cotswold was much appreciated. Points raised for consideration before the next AGM included the possibility of a desk for the presenters and a guest speaker. The possibility of holding the 2010 meeting a week later was also discussed to prevent a clash with Bonfire Night and thereby increase attendance. 
· The last scheduled meeting date of Greater London Area was changed at the last minute making it impossible for Annie to attend.

· The new ‘Walk Leaders’ Checklist’ is being handed out. (MB)
· The Winter programme now contains two walks under the banner of ‘Festival of Winter Walks’.

· Lawrie/Annie will consider further how best to take forward the idea of looking at possible development issues.(LS/AB)
Treasurer’s report
Anne presented the Income and Expenditure account for the period to date, noting that just six weeks into the new financial year there was nothing significant to report. 
Secretary’s report
Annie reported that she had received some promotional material relating to the Winter Walks Festival which she would be forwarding to Bromley Library for distribution throughout the Borough. (AB)
Walks & Programme matters

· It was agreed that Annie with Christine Dee-Crowne would organise the 2010 Christmas Lunch at Woodlands Golf Club.  Annie suggested circulating a simple questionnaire at this year’s event to canvass opinion on any changes that could be made. (AB)
· Despite a few minor ‘teething troubles’ inputting walk information directly onto the website is proving successful. Roy will help Mike prepare for production of the next programme, which is being produced while Roy is on holiday. (RB/MB)
· Mike will nominate a walk from the November/December 2010 programme as a ‘baton walk’ to support the RA 75th anniversary celebration.  Mike also undertook to find a short Sunday walk for the RA Get Walking Day and another for the next Festival of Winter Walks.  (MB)
Countryside matters

Jenny confirmed there were no relevant matters to report, only that she had received a copy of the consultation documents regarding the Ashmore Lane toilets by the Darwin Safer Neighbourhood team (ie local police) about the views of  'users' on the sexual activity by men and the policing of it.  There is no intention to close them.  
Footpath matters

It was noted that Philip had produced a really helpful report. Following a discussion on the question of organising footpath clearance working parties, Annie suggested that footpath clearance could be run as a ‘social’ event and will contact Philip to suggest a suitable site, before getting in touch with EnBro to see if any clearance activity is planned in these areas.  Roy will investigate the insurance requirement of any such project. (AB/RB/PW). 

Membership matters

Noted that membership currently stands at 690, with fairly regular membership enquiries received via the website. Annie has agreed to have her contact details on the national website as ‘central office’ is receiving a number of enquiries about our walks that are not necessarily membership related (eg: people visiting Bromley from other parts of the UK).
Social events

· Noted that Lawrie was in the process of booking the hall and caller for a barn dance next November.(LS)
· Scout campsite in Featherbed Lane, Addington has been booked for the 21st anniversary BBQ/walk.

· Discussion is ongoing with a possible candidate to fill the post of Social Secretary.
Website matters

It was agreed that only the information which appears in the Walks Programme section of the Bromley Group website will be forwarded for inclusion on the RA national website. People seeking further information will be directed to enquiries@bromleyramblers.org.uk 
Dates & venue for future meetings
Monday, February 22nd; Tuesday June 22nd; Wednesday September 22nd and Thursday November 25th.  Annie will contact the Ripley Arts Centre to reserve the meeting room for these dates.
The AGM will be held on Saturday 13th November.  Venue to be decided. (AB)
Any other business
· The issue of dogs on walks was raised at the AGM, and what to do about cattle has been addressed in the Winter programme booklet.  As a group, Bromley Ramblers will continue to be dog friendly but it is important that all are aware of the etiquette of bringing dogs on walks and must contact the walk leader in advance.  

· Annie suggested that the Annual Accounts and Chairman’s Report are posted on the website and this was agreed. (RB)
The meeting closed at 20.35.
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