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Ramblers: Bromley Group

Registered Charity No. 1093577

Minutes of a meeting of the Committee

held on Monday 22 February 2010
at the Ripley Arts Centre at 7.30 pm
Present
Nicky Ashley, Roy Bareham, Mike Bruce, Anne Clark, Jenny McCarthy, Linda Muller and Lawrie Smith (in the Chair).
Apologies
Annie Brough & Philip Wall
Minutes of the last meeting held on 17 November 2009
Agreed without amendment.  
Matters arising

· The next navigation course will take place on Sunday 4 July. Five members have already expressed interest.
· The ‘Walk Leaders’ Checklist’ has now been circulated by walk coordinators.
· It was noted that Philip has yet to look into the suggestion of a working party/social event (PW); also noted that footpath maintenance work is covered by the Ramblers civil liability insurance (subject to various conditions being met) if not already covered by local authority insurance.  
Treasurer’s report
Anne presented the Income and Expenditure account for the period to date. She noted that although walk donations were significantly lower, probably due to the number of walks cancelled as a result of bad weather in December/January, the financial outlook for the first half year looks to be in line with the previous year. Anne also highlighted the need to monitor our ongoing membership level, given its relationship to funding from Central Office. The question of reserves is ongoing and unresolved. 
Secretary’s report
Annie has been contacted – via the Ramblers national website – by a couple of potential members asking similar questions on how to join the Bromley group.  It was agreed to collate the existing relevant information into an easily identifiable FAQ page headed something like “All you need to know about joining us” (RB). It was also noted that, due to last minute date changes, Annie has been unable to attend any meeting of the Greater London area. It was agreed that it is more appropriate for a Bromley representative to attend Kent Area meetings only in future, given there had been no apparent problems arising from Annie not attending London meetings. 
Walks & Programme matters

· The issue of dogs and ground nesting birds, raised by Mike Harries, was discussed.  It was agreed to re-emphasise the need for members to comply with Ramblers guidelines and to be sensitive to seasonal conditions, and a notice to this effect is to be included on the website and again in the Walks programme (LS).
· It was noted that Barbara Phelps has volunteered to co-ordinate mid-week walks (other than Wednesdays) and is working to include as many evening and Tuesday walks as possible in the next programme. To date, eleven such walks have been identified for inclusion. Mike is to advise Barbara of the proposed Thursday theatre walk (MB) and the website and walks programme will be updated to include Barbara’s new role (RB/LM).
Countryside matters

Jenny advised there was nothing to report
Footpath matters

Philip’s report was tabled and noted and a summary is to be included in the next programme. (LS). 

Membership matters

Sandra Whichello has confirmed that membership currently stands at 651, with ten new members joining in the last month.  This is lower than the more usual 700 level  – the likely difference being due to the fact that Ramblers has deleted lapsed members from the list. 
Social events

· The hall and a caller have been booked for the barn dance on 27th November.
· Frylands Wood Scout Activity Centre has been booked for the 21st anniversary BBQ/walk on 13th June. Ralph Hutchings has kindly agreed to lead the walk which will set off at 10.30; a group of willing volunteers will be needed to provide and prepare the food and man the BBQ for lunch at 13.00.
· The search continues for a Social Secretary. However, a questionnaire regarding potential social activities (completed at the Christmas lunch) yielded a variety of suggestions, and a number of these - including summer evening walks, shorter weekday walks and a London walk followed by open air theatre - have already been arranged or are under discussion. 
Website matters

Nothing to report. 
Any other business
· The Ordnance Survey consultation on proposals for allowing use of some of its mapping information at no charge was noted. It was agreed that this was likely to have major implications for the structure and funding of OS, raising some questions over the sustainability of continuing to produce mapping to existing standards of quality and accuracy, and a potential threat to paper maps – Lawrie to respond accordingly to Kent Area (LS).
· The Trespass outlet in the Glades is offering a 10% discount to Bromley Ramblers.
· Lawrie and Annie will attend the walking promotion day organised by High Elms Country Park on March 7th to publicise the benefits of joining Bromley Ramblers.
· Linda announced that the ‘pensioned off’ guide dog now has a new home, thanks to help from a member.

· Linda also passed on thanks from Dick Groves, a blind rambler, for the help and support he has received from Bromley Ramblers on Wednesday walks.

The meeting closed at 20.30.
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