BROMLEY GROUP
Annual General Meeting

The AGM on 8th November 2008 was very well attended, with standing room only, at the new Bromley Environmental Education Centre at High Elms (BEECHE).  The building encourages ‘greener thinking for greener living’, comprising of a single storey timber frame with a ‘green’ sedum roof, straw bale walls and sun pipes!  Before the formal business of the AGM began (and over a cup of tea), we were entertained by a very interesting and informative talk from one of the countryside officers about the building and its structure, which generated many questions about such things as sustainability and biodiversity.

Chairman’s report

In her report, the outgoing Chairman – Linda Harland – mentioned that we are a Group of about 700 members with a large and varied programme of walks that, by her estimate, had meant some 25,000 or more ‘man miles’ had been walked in the last 12 months !  She thanked those that had organised walks, walking holidays, navigation courses, the Group’s website and social events.  Linda also explained that there was a move generally, mainly for financial reasons, towards Groups providing walk details in an email format, rather than in a paper programme, and that she expected members to be consulted on this in the year to come.  It was also noted that there would be two key vacancies after the AGM – Honorary Auditor and Footpath Officer – and that volunteers would be very welcome.
Linda thanked Barbara Phelps – the outgoing Group Secretary – for her hard work and magnificent support in that role over the last three years, and presented her with a bouquet of flowers as a token of everyone’s appreciation.

Treasurer’s report

In her report, Anne Clark confirmed that we had been successful in reducing the deficit for the year from £496 to £118 through both an increase in income and a decrease in expenditure.  It was also confirmed that Bromley Ramblers remained financially healthy, with a General Fund representing 6 months of expenditure at 2007/2008 levels, but every effort needed to be made to break even in future years.

Election of Officers & Committee

Having been proposed formally, the list of Officers (Group Chairman, Secretary & Treasurer) & Committee members were elected as set out on the inside front cover of this programme.


Nomination for Honorary Auditor

It was noted that no nominations had been received and that the Group would be without an Honorary Auditor until a suitably experienced person came forward.
Election of a representative to Bromley Countryside Consultative Panel

Jenny McCarthy had volunteered to undertake this role again and was duly approved.

Other business

Members were encouraged to support the forthcoming Barn Dance.
Linda Harland was thanked for the work she had undertaken on everyone’s behalf as Chairman over the last three years and for the effective way she had carried out the role – and the meeting was then closed.

