History of Bromley Ramblers.
This account has been written in part by trawling through old files and in part by a personal account submitted to us by Brain Reader. If you have a personal account and would like to add to this section of our website we would love to hear from you. Please let us have your account by sending it to us at enquiries@bromleyramblers.org.uk.
1960s-1975

Brian Reader was brought up on the boundaries of Orpington and Petts Wood, and went to the formation meeting of what was then called the South East London & Kent Group (covering the whole of what is nowadays Kent Area) at Catford Town Hall in the early 1960s (possibly November 1962?). He has contacted us and given us this account of activity in the 1960s.

“I was still at school and by far the youngest person at the meeting, but I was made to feel welcome. I remember that Vic Morecroft (then Secretary of Southern Area) was on the platform, and I think Charles Matterson was the first Chairman of the Group. Most of the members of the Group in those early days came from Bromley and neighbouring parts of Kent (Bromley was still in Kent then before the creation of the GLC), and our walks were very much in the sort of territory reflected in the current Group programme though more starting points were at railway stations or (less usual) on bus routes, and route planning was unhampered by the M25 or M20 motorways. Unlike nowadays, short walks were frowned upon (a short walk then was 10 miles!). The snowy winter of 1962/63 provided several excellent walks -I remember that Snag Lane from Green Street Green towards Cudham was completely filled in between the hedges by snow. There were many good walks at other times too on the North Downs around Knockholt, on the greensand ridge Crockham Hill/Toys Hill/Ide Hill/Bayleys Hill/Knole Park, and in the Darenth valley.” 
A few other names from the past - David Eley, Ron Harling, Dick Dawson, Alan Janes, Peter Taylor, Betty Wood (or was it Woods?), Betty Pyatt, Pat Carpenter - anyone remember them? Jim Fergusson, who lived in Swanley, was active on footpath work, and Brian Reader noticed some of his distinctive homemade waymarks from the 1960s/1970s still around in the Edenbridge area in 2006/7 
In November 1968 five Group members did a coast to coast walk in the north of England - this before Wainwright published his now famous route. Dick Dawson, David Eley, Alan Janes, Peter Taylor and Brian Reader started at Alnmouth in Northumberland made their way NW via Rock YHA and Wooler YHA to the top of The Cheviot, then turned  SW along the Scottish border staying B&B at Trows/Rowhope (shepherds cottages), B&B at Byrness, Kielder YHA (which opened specially for them), B&Bs at Newcastleton and then Langholm finally dipping their boots into the sea at Gretna. Dick wrote up a lengthy account of the walk and a (very) edited version later appeared in the Autumn 1972

edition of "The Countryman" magazine. 

In May 1970 Brian Reader and Ron Harling walked the Pennine Way and split the long 27-mile last stage of 27 miles by diverting off-route for B&B at Rowhope. The shepherd and his wife remembered them from 18 months earlier as though they were used to catering for Pennine Way walkers. They  were the only walkers they had ever had staying with them walking across the country.

Brian Reader moved away from Kent in 1975 when work (and marriage) took him to Surrey.

1989-to date.

“Do you like walking?  Then help us to start a Bromley Group.”

So said the flyer that began to appear around Bromley in Jan 1989, inviting interested members of the public to a public meeting at 8:00pm on Tuesday 31st Jan 1989 at the Central Library, High Street Bromley. The meeting was organized by the Kent Area of the Ramblers Association following the success of the Medway and White Cliffs groups, both of which were set up in 1988. 

Cathy Middlebrook, the national Ramblers Development Officer explained “we have several hundred members in Bromley and I am sure there are many others who enjoy getting into the countryside..  For this reason we have decided that Bromley should have its own group to provide a focus for walkers in the Area”. 

Over 200 people attended the meeting on 31st Jan 1989 and there was a lot of support for the idea of setting up the Bromley Group. Eleven people volunteered to serve on the Steering Committee with the task of taking the newly formed group through its initial stages. 

The steering committee met for the first time on the 20th Feb 1989, when Peter Royall membership secretary for the Kent Area chaired the meeting and the volunteer members agreed to take responsibility for certain tasks.  In particular David Jeffery was appointed Chairman, Carol Wintton Secretary and Barbara Jefferies Treasurer. 

The first task was to develop a Programme of walks with the first taking place on the 2nd of April.  During the period February 1989 to 30th  April 1990 71 walks were organised, on every Sunday and many Saturday afternoons.  Typically 16 members attended each walk. 

The Group’s first social event was held at Riply Arts Centre on 19th January 1990 when the guest speaker Dr Peter Brandham, presented a talk entitled “A100 mile walk in the Guyana jungle”. 

30 individuals joined Bromley Ramblers in Jan 1989.  This had grown to 191 by Oct 1990. 

Shorter Sunday afternoon walks were introduced in the summer of 1990 in an effort to tempt new members to put their boots on. The walks were  3 to 6 miles in length and took 2 to 3 hours. 

Nov 1991 membership stood at   270

Sept 1992         “              “     “     300

Nov 1997           “              “    “    573

Nov 2004           “              “    “     650

Nov 2008           “              “     “     683 

The Walks Programme grew and during 2004/5 some 242 walks were organized and led by just over 60 willing leaders. 

Since 1989 a variety of holidays, outings and social events have been organized.  Many thanks to all those who have led and organized them as well as to those who have participated and made them so enjoyable. 

Over the years many individuals have worked extremely hard in various roles to help make Bromley Ramblers become the flourishing group it is today. We are grateful to the following chairmen and their respective committtees.   

David Jeffery     1989 to 1991

Peter Skipp        1991 to 1998

Niall Robinson   1998 to 1999

Ken Wright         1999 to 2000

Don Clarke         2000 to 2003

Linda Harland    2003 to 2008

Lawrie Smith      2008 to date 

Peter Skipp has gone on to play a significant role in the Kent Area of the Ramblers Association. 

Ken Wright was also involved with the Kent Area as well as acting as the Bromley Group Footpath Officer looking after our Public Rights of Way for many years. 

We hope to continue developing the programme in the coming year so that there are walks for all shapes, sizes and tastes!  For more info see the Walks Programme.

