Recording and reporting incidents 

It is sadly inevitable that, from time to time, an accident or incident might happen on a walk. So, what should you do? In all circumstances they need to be recorded.

Whether an incident needs to be reported outside the Bromley Group depends on its severity. The insurers only require what might be considered as “major incidents or injuries” to be reported and a list of what constitutes these is set out below: 

A list of what would certainly be considered a major incident includes: 

· A fatal accident. 

· An injury involving either referral to, or actual hospital treatment. 

· An allegation of slander or libel.

· An investigation under child protection legislation. 

· Damage to third party property. 

A list of what constitutes a major injury would certainly include: 

· Any head injury requiring medical treatment. 

· Any fracture (other than to fingers, thumbs and toes). 

· Any amputation or dislocation of shoulder, hip, knee or spine. 

· Loss of sight (permanent or temporary). 

· Electric shock or burn leading to unconsciousness, requiring resuscitation or leading to hospitalisation for more than 24 hours. 

· Hypothermia or heat induced injury leading to unconsciousness, requiring resuscitation or leading to hospitalisation for more than 24 hours. 

· Loss of consciousness caused by asphyxia or by exposure to a harmful substance or biological agent. 

But, the ‘rule of thumb’ is, if in doubt report it.

Major incidents and injuries should be reported directly to Annie Brough, Bromley’s Group Secretary, who will provide a form for completion by the walk leader. This needs to be done as quickly as possible. Annie can be contacted on 020 8693 2919 or at justamb@googlemail.com

Minor injuries need only be recorded in an ‘accident book’, also held by Annie. If you have suffered in this way, contact her so that details can be recorded – she’ll need your name, date of the accident, details of what happened and what injuries were sustained.  

